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FRENCH INDO-CHINA
French Indo-China falls into several distlrxt physical regions.
To the east of the Mekong and to the south of the Chinese province
of Yunnan, there is the wild mountainous region of Upper Laos,
from which runs southwards the crescent-shaped central range cf
Annam. In the south the lowlands of the Mekong lie to the west
of this range; and in the north, in the angle between It and itie
Chinese massif, is the basin of the Song-koi or Red River of Tong-
king. Each of the political units into which the country is divided
corresponds more or less closely to a well-defined physical region,
Tongking is the basin of the Song-koi. Aimam includes the greater
part of the Aruiamese mountains, and the Barrow plains between
them and the sea. In the north, the western slopes of the same
mountains, together with Upper Laos, constitute the territory of
Lacs. Cambodia and Cochin-China make up the lowlands of the
Mekong, the latter belonging almost entirely to the delta of that
river, while the former consists of the region between the delta in
the south and the uplands in the north.
All these regions receive their rainfall dining the south-west
monsoon, with the exception of Annam which is sheltered from
ft by the mountain ranges that traverse it from north to south*
and make it more dependent upon the north-east trades of winter.
The average rainfall of the whole region varies from 40 to 80 inches,
except in the Laos country and on the slopes of the Annarnese hills,
where it exceeds the latter amount.
CAMBODIA has an area of 69,800 square miles, and a population
which is estimated at 3,046,000. The low-lying districts alongside
of the rivers and in the vicinity of the lakes are uncultivated, and
on the Mils in the north and east a forest vegetation alone is possible.
But the intermediate lands, which, are inundated each year "by the
Mekong and its tributaries, are very fertile, and produce large crops
of rice, which not only satisfy the home demand but afford a con-
siclerable surplus for export. Cotton is grown; it is short in fibre,
but white and silky, and is said to be better than Indian; the
difficulty of obtaining a sufficient supply of labour is an obstacle
to the rapid extension of the area cultivated. The mulberry is also
grown, and there is a small silk industry. Among other pro-
ducts of Cambodia are gamboge, which takes its name from the
country; cardamoms, which are extensively used in Chinese